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Educator Guide

DISCUSSION
Ask these questions to the class as a whole or have students discuss in small groups. These 
questions encourage students to explore their emotional strength as well as their connection to 
nature.
 
1.  The wet spring day is dull until Rain Child spotted the tiny, shiny rain people! What are some   
 ways you can make a rainy day fun?
2.  The rain people make sure spring is full of life after the dreary winter. How can you tell spring  
 has arrived?
3.  Together, Rain Child and the rain people transformed the sad River of Tears into the    
 wonderful River of Joy! Has there ever been a time you were sad but found a way to feel   
 better? Did anyone help you?
   

SCIENCE CONNECTION
Additional topics for discussion can be the role of nature in this story 
and its connection to community.

1.  Rain isn't always fun, but the rain people show it's necessary for a  
 bright and colorful spring! Why do we need rain in springtime?
2.  The River of Tears was a strange river where nothing could thrive.  
 Bodies of water across our own world are being a�ected by   
 pollution and climate change. What are some ways we can help our  
 environment?
3.  When the rain people transformed the River of Tears into the River  
 of  Joy, all creatures returned to its waters—humans and animals   
 alike! How can these various creatures benefit from an environment  
 like the River of Joy?
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LET’S DRAW
Draw your own rain person!
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WORDS TO DESCRIBE RAIN AND SPRINGTIME
Can you think of five words to describe rain? How about five words that describe springtime?

WRITE THE CHINESE CHARACTER FOR RAIN
The Chinese character for rain is       yew. It is pronounced like "you." Trace the character 
below, then practice writing it on your own!

1.    __________________

2.    __________________

3.    __________________

4.    __________________

5.    __________________

1.    __________________

2.    __________________

3.    __________________

4.    __________________

5.    __________________

RAIN SPRINGTIME

___________
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